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Celebrating 25 Years of Excellence in Teaching and Learning 
New Commercial Animation 
Program to begin Fall '94 
Peter Kellington, Media Resources 
coordinator, is excited about Capilano 
College's new animation program. "If I 
was 20 years younger, I'd be looking at 
a whole different career." 
The Commercial Film Animation 
program will train students in classical 
animation techniques. "There is a 
considerable need for this right now," 
says Peter. "The B.C. film industry is 
hot and animation is becoming increas-
ingly popular." Rumour has it that 
Disney is talking about moving to 
Vancouver. 
Funding for the program comes by 
way of the provincial government's new 
Skills Now initiative, but the idea for it 
came out of meetings four years ago 
with the B.C. Motion Picture Industry 
Training Council. 
Greg Lee, Vice-President Career/ 
Vocational Programs, and Jim Bizzochi, 
Media Resources instructor, selected 
animation from the council's long list of 
requirements for a viable B.C. film 
industry. "It struck us as a fit, because 
we have a strong design and illustration 
program, lnfotec and music," says Greg. 
With funding approved, the College 
plans to begin a one-year certificate 
program this November, then have the 
fully-developed two-year program up 
and running by September 1995. 
"This is a very exciting time for the 
College because now we have all the 
parts to become the premier media 
centre in Western Canada," says Peter. 
"lnfotec, commercial music, graphic 
design, theatre, communications ... the 
animation program anchors all that. It 
gives us something special that no one 
else has." 
Peter says industry involvement will 
remain a key component, and that he 
expects instructors and students will be 
closely associated with the industry. "It 
is set up to produce commercial anima-
tors, so I would assume there will be a 
practicum aspect." 
The two-year diploma program is 
designed for students who already have a 
foundation education in art, and will 
build upon other programs in the college 
system. Peter says students will develop 
their skills over a wide range of courses, 
including life drawing, layout and 
design, character 
drawing, script writing, 
and of course, basic 
animation. "The pro-
gram is for artists," he 
stresses. "We will teach 
them about making 
images move, but they 
will have to be able 
to draw." 
While films such as 
Who Framed Roger 
Rabbit and the TV series 
The Simpsons have 
made cartoon animation 
wildly popular, this is 
not the only form of the 
art. Computer animation 
has created some 
revolutionary images 
such as the recent Olympic Coke ad 
with the polar bear and the unrelenting 
Arnold Schwarzenegger films, which 
illustrate the new marriage of technology 
and art. As animation technology 
advances, Peter says the program will 
likely move into a more technological 
approach, but for the moment this will be 
the 'classical' animation program. 
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Skills Now! 
Matching Education to Job Market 
The B.C. government's ambitious 
new Skills Now program is aimed at 
improving the fit between education and 
employability. 
Garry Wouters, Deputy Minister of 
Skills and Training, visited Capilano 
College recently to outline the highlights 
of the provincial government's new $200 
million, two-year initiative. 
It is a wide-reaching program, the 
purpose of which is to bridge the gap 
between skills needed in the labour 
market and those available in the work 
force. It encompasses high schools, post-
secondary institutions, community and 
government agencies. 
One of the first concerns of the Skills 
Now program is to increase access to 
post-secondary education. According to 
Wouters, there were 20,000 people 
turned away from college and university 
doors last year. The government has 
increased spaces by 8,100 to begin with, 
and it challenges post-secondary institu-
tions to come up with innovative ways to 
bring a greater number and diversity of 
people into the system. 
Improving access, says Wouters, also 
means opening doors to those who may 
not have come through them in the past: 
the unemployed, those on welfare, 
displaced workers, First Nations and 
multicultural communities, and single 
parents. 
The government is also looking for 
initiatives that would increase program 
and curriculum relevance. In other 
words, students would graduate with 
Garry Wouters, Deputy Minister 
skills that would be immediately applica-
ble in the work place. 
The impact on Capilano College is 
potentially revolutionary. Bill Gibson, 
Dean, Academic Studies, and John Potts, 
Dean, Career/Vocational Division, agree 
the program's intent to improve the 
relevance of education will mean a 
blurring of boundaries between academic 
and career programs. "I think Academic 
and Career/Vocational will evolve in the 
same direction," says Bill. "Artificial 
barriers will be eliminated. 
"Basically, we're talking about re-
packaging education. Now, many 
students are doing four years of univer-
sity, then two years of a career program. 
If you 're talking about access, that cuts a 
lot of people out. Six years of education 
is expensive." 
Under the program, the government 
has given degree granting status to six 
institutions, and according to Wouters, 
Capilano College will not be far behind. 
Coming Events 
May31 
Spring Graduation for academic and 
career and vocational programs. 7:30 
p.m. Sportsplex. Reserved seats are 
available for College employees. Call 
Jean Classen at loc. 2011. 
June 3-5 
The Association of Women in Post-
Secondary Education is holding their 
annual general meeting and conference 
on Bowen Island. The theme of the 
conference, "Transforming Self and 
Systems" focuses on the continuing need 
to strive for positive change. To register, 
call Stephanie Forsyth at loc. 2994. 
"Mr. Wouters said unless there are major 
changes in the next year, there's a very 
good possibility that Capilano will be 
offering niche degrees, particularly in 
applied programs, and applied is the 
word," says John. He sees the College 
becoming more involved in basic skills 
development, "broadening access for 
people at the lower rungs of the educa-
tional ladder, and giving more weight in 
career offerings than we are now." 
At the moment the Career/Vocational 
Division is preparing a list of initiatives 
to consider while the government 
develops criteria for funding applications 
under Skills Now. They have already 
submitted two proposals; one is for a 
general office assistant/ESL program, 
designed to assist people whose first 
language is not English to prepare for 
entry-level clerical positions. The other 
is a program in multicultural retail 
marketing designed to assist ESL 
learners to become retail employees. 
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Golf for Literacy 
Who'd have thought that hitting a 
little white ball around could benefit 
literacy? On the Sunshine Coast, it can. 
On Saturday, July 23, the Festival of the 
Written Arts will host the first Sunshine 
Coast Literature/Literacy Golf Tourna-
ment at the Sechelt Golf and Country 
Club. The $100 registration fee includes 
18 holes of golf, a pancake breakfast, 
lunch, a salmon and rib barbecue dinner, 
plus a chance to bid on a golfing partner 
from a number of literary celebrities. 
Prizes include a 1994 Mazda 626 and a 
three-day Canadian Holidays Golf 
Package in Las Vegas. 
Part of the proceeds will go to the 
establishment of the Sunshine Coast 
Community Leaming Centre. The Centre 
will coordinate literacy and education 
upgrading services, bringing together 
educational agencies, service providers, 
employers, arts and church groups. 
The Centre will provide resource 
materials, coordinate assessment and 
referral services, seek funds and develop 
proposals for new educational programs, 
house a small resource centre, provide 
linkage to Open Leaming Agency 
programs, convene employer groups and 
coordinate services. 
To register, call The Festival of Written 
Arts office at 885-9631 orfax 885-3967. 
Violence Prevention 
Citations 
Capilano College received Honour-
able Mention in the group category in 
the 1993 North Shore Violence Preven-
tion Awards. The award recognizes the 
College's work in providing greater 
security for students and in raising 
awareness of the causes of violence and 
how to deal with it. 
Lucy Goncalves, a student in financial 
management at the College, was one of 
several people cited for her work in the 
individual category. After an attack in a 
public bathroom, Goncalves organized a 
panel discussion on coping with violence 
and encouraged a workshop on the topic 
at Cap. 
May 19/94 
Joan Acosta N a01ed to 
Order of B.C. 
makes classroom 
visits, helping 
students with their 
own publications 




Joan Acosta has been 
chosen to receive the 
Order of British 
Columbia for her 
work in literacy. The 
editor of the 
Westcoast Reader, a 
13-year-old newspa-
per dedicated to adult 
literacy and English 
as a Second Lan-
guage training, will 
be presented with the 
prestigious award at 
Joan Acosta, photo courtesy 
of the North Shore News 
Joan started at 
the College as an 
ESL instructor in 
1979.Shetook 
over the job of 
editing The Reader 
after its first year 
of publication. She 
a ceremony at 
Government House in Victoria on 
June 16. Joan, who dedicates most of 
her time to the paper, modestly says, 
'Tm a little overwhelmed. The other 
recipients are such high profile 
people." Among the other 11 named to 
the province's highest honour are 
Haida artist Bill Reid and UBC 
chemistry professor and Nobel prize 
winner Michael Smith. 
Along with working on the highly 
successful Reader, (its circulation has 
climbed from 10,000 in 1981 to 
75,000) Joan runs workshops and 
Ir, I. \~ 
Summer Sports 
Camps 
Give your child athletics training and 
a delightful summer experience at the 
summer youth development camps 
offered by the Sportsplex. Intended for 
students in grade 5 through high school , 
the camps in badminton, basketball, 
rhythmic gymnastics, soccer, and 
volleyball begin July 4. Call 984-4977 
for more information. 
says it is unique in 
Canada because it is the only such 
publication edited by an ESL instruc-
tor. Others are government produced. 
Joan has also written A Guide for 
Newcomers to B.C. which is in its third 
printing and Learning About the Law; 
British Columbia's Legal System. She 
is working on a book for ESL students. 
The award is one of several recog-
nizing Joan's contributions to literacy. 
"We're going to have to move to a new 
building," quips colleague Nick 
Collins. "Her awards don't fit on the 
wall here." 
History, Live 
Bob Fuhr, history instructor, met 
Jimmy Carter last month at the Organi-
zation of American Historians' annual 
conference in Atlanta. They exchanged 
a few words at a book signing. 
Bob has met a number of U.S. 
presidents over the last few years. He 
says it always adds a little something to 
his classes on American history when he 
mentions, "I met Richard Nixon five 
times," or "When I ran into Bush ... " 
Bob says Carter's speech on current 
affairs and his presidency was insight-
ful, and he adds that the former presi-
dent (who will be 70 soon) looks 
wonderful. 
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continued from page 2 
Other proposals under consideration 
include a Tourism Management degree 
and the SARA W project, which would 
offer management skills to people with 
physical disabilities. 
The Academic division will also be 
considering proposals, says Bill, adding 
that one suggestion from Pure and 
Applied Sciences is to develop a pro-
gram that would help professional 
immigrant women. "There are many 
immigrants with professional qualifica-
tions who cannot even fill in an applica-
tion because they haven't got the ability 
in English. It's not even a question of 
whether they have the credentials." 
"This whole direction is exciting," 
says Bill. "We have an opportunity that 
doesn't lend itself to other post-second-
ary organizations. We have flexibility 
and speed of response." 
Bill says the plan is to hold a forum in 
the fall to discuss these ideas and others. 
"We want to create groups to work on the 
development of existing ideas and create a 
format for the presentation of new ideas." 
Look for more on Skills Now in future 
issues of the Informer. 
CADE Conference 
Every two years the people who teach 
by phone, fax, video and computer meet 
face to face. This year the Canadian 
Association for Distance Education 
conference (co-sponsored by Capilano 
College and Simon Fraser University) 
was the biggest ever. Co-chair Jim 
Bizzochi says there were some interest-
ing issues raised at the event. 
Keynote speaker Heather Menzies of 
Carleton University challenged the 
audience to consider the social and 
cultural implications of relying on the 
• information highway', and the plenary 
session on the next day demonstrated 
some new capabilities of telephone 
technology. 
Stentor Co. hosted a three-way 
conference between Vancouver, Winni-
peg and Ottawa. Participants could see 
themselves and each. other on TV 
screens. The images and sound were sent 
in a compressed form over phone wires. 
Jim says distance educators use a 
variety of technologies to communicate 
with their students: videotape, video-
audio- and computer conferencing, 
electronic mail, and print. "It may be 
called the information superhighway, but 
there's actually a lot of different high-
ways, and we use all of them." 
A Positive Look at 
Change 
A dinner hosted recently by the 
Association of Women in Post Second-
ary Education (WPSE) offered some 
useful insights into one of life's great 
constants: change. 
"We learned that crises can lead to 
opportunity," said Pamela Robb, who 
was one of several Capilano College 
employees attending the event at BCIT. 
The speaker, Marie MacDonald from 
Langara College, pointed out that there 
are three different stages of change: 
ending, the neutral zone (acceptance), 
and beginning, where planning and new 
ideas can be generated. 
Pamela says she learned that all 
change is stressful, whether negative or 
positive, and that it is important to 
identify your feelings. "Especially to 
look for the positive," stressed Pamela, 
"and to keep a sense of humour." 
She says the evening ended with 
laughter, and she looks forward to the 
WPSE conference on Bowen Island June 
3 - 5. The theme of the conference, 
"Transforming Self and Systems" will 
encourage positive changes to help 




Thanks to BC Tel, Purolator Courier 
and The Lupus Society of B.C., you can 
get rid of the old and make way for the 
new. Recycle your old phone books now 
by bringing them to the box provided at 
the south entrance of the A building, 




Thanks to an anonymous gift to 
the College, three initiatives have 
been undertaken to help interna-
tional students at Capilano College 
achieve their educational goals. 
International students are subject to 
higher tuition fees than Canadian 
students and are not eligible for 
most loan and bursary programs. 
1. The Asia Pacific Management 
Co-operative Program Outstanding 
Scholarship Award will recognize 
the student with the highest aca-
demic standing after the first year of 
the co-op program, who is undertak-
ing an overseas assignment in his or 
her second year. 
2. An International Student 
Scholarship will recognize high 
academic achievement and will help 
an international student continue 
his/her educational pursuits. 
3. The donor has also made 
available seed money to assist in 
providing an international student 
event during the 1994-95 academic 
year. 
International students at the 
College represent such countries as 
Japan, China, Hong Kong, Malay-
sia, England, India, Iran, Portugal, 
Peru and Australia. 
Capilano College is strongly 
committed to international educa-
tion. This generous gift will help to 
support the International Studies 
programs at Capilano. Further 
information on supporting interna-
tional programs may be obtained by 
calling 984-4983. 
... FORRENT _:;: Furnished three-: 
bedroom rancher with small garden 
in North Vancouver, close to Grouse 
Mountain and Cleveland Dam. 1200 
.sq. ft. Available June J5 to Sept. 30. 
$900/mo. (includes cat to feed). Tel: · 
986-4235 (home) 687-5173 (work) 
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